62                                     LECTURE VIII.
lattice is the geometrical image of the class of binary quadratic forms, the infinite number of line-lattices contained in the point-lattice corresponding exactly to the infinite number of binary forms contained in the class.
Fig. 14.
It is further known from the theory of numbers that to every value of D belongs only a finite number of classes ; hence to every D will correspond a finite number of point* lattices, which we shall afterwards consider together.            >
Among the different classes belonging to the same value of D, there is one class of particular importance, which I call the principal class. It is defined as containing the form              ; /
when D = o (mod. 4), and the form
when D = i (mod. 4). It is easy to see that the corresponding lattices are very simple. When" D = o (mod. 4), the principal lattice is rectangular, the sides of the elementary parallelo-ory of numbers, two forms
